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ee) Defigned long beforethis (ac- 
| vem cording to my Promife) to 
: have taken in hand the un- 
married Part of my own 
fMz%) Sex, who have more Money 
eae) than ought to come to their 
m, except they will get a Wife and Chil- 
to partake of it; but have been hin- 
by feveral Matters, which have been 
bbefore. me, that have coft mea good 
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ot Meio pains in the Examination: Amongft 


ye 


was an Overture which was made me 
tettain Set of Ladies of great Manage- 


fome of whofe Proceedings I find 
been recorded by a Brother Writer, 


t the Title of the Female Inhuifi- 
i They exprefs’d a very becoming Zeal 
the State of Matrimony ; and affured 
ythat they had been indefatigable in their 
Biaour for the Propagation of it ; as 
i appear from their Journals, abd the 
utes of their Proceedings on all their 
mt-Days, which, together with their ge- 
l Book of Accounts, they fubmitted to 
InfpeGtion. In their main Regifter 
ich was the largeft Folio I ever beheld) 
Names of the refpeétive Batchelors 
tentred on one Side, by way of Debtor 
th the Day and Year they had their In- 
ution of them. On the other, they 
te themfelves Creditor for all whom they 
tharged by Marriage, and minuted down 
Time. of their Efpoufals, with the 
ws of the Ladies they married. Under 
ty Name on the Debtor Side, was fet 
Ma concife, but exaé Account of the 
ton, Age, Fortune, Humour, Oc. of 
Gentleman, together with the Names of 
tveral Ladies, out of which he fhould 
ilowed to make his Choice : And on the 
holite Leaf were left equal Spaces for ma- 
§ hort Memorandums of any thing ma- 
that happen’d in their TranfaCions 
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with them, which referred by Figures to 
their Books, in which they kept the Journals 
of all their Proceedings, whete they could 
find the whole Affair recorded at large. 


I was extremely pleafed with the Method 
and Exa@nefs of their Proceedings; as well 
as with their Secretary’s informing me, that 
I might fee by the Book of their Regifters _ 
(the Truth of which would be proved ‘on: 
Oath) that they did not carry Matters with 
fo high a hand as was reprefented ; fince it 
plainly appeared, that there was no orte 
Gentleman who had not three Ladies at leaft 
allowed him, out of which he might make 
his Choice, which certainly is latitude e« 
nough.in all confcience for any Man who is 
not very Humourfome and Fantaftical. This 
made me very inclinable to come into the 
Meafures they propofed to me, till I véry 
unluckily obferved, that the Accounts on 
the Side of the Debtor had been gradually 
increafing ; and the Difcharges on the part 
of the Creditor had ftill as regularly dimi- 
nifhed for the full Space of thefe twelve 
Years laft paft. I acquainted the Board with 
my Remark, which they could not but con- 
fefs was true ; and therefore I found it necef- 
fary to look out for a further Remedy, which 
might put a more effectual Stop to the 
growing Evil ; tho’ I fhall be very willing 
to carry on a fair Corre({pondence with thefe 
enterprizing Ladies, and give them any rea~ 
fonable Affiftance that lies in my power. 
Before I take my leave of this Court of Fe- 
males, I cannot but infert an Obfervation 
on the State of Matrimony, which I made by 
the help of their Regifter, that Ithink tends 
not a little to the Credit of the Marriage- 
Life, as well as to the Commendation of 
myfelf and my Fellow-Labourers for the 
publick Good : viz. That tho’ in 1708, and 
feveral preceding Years, the Debtor-fide 
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had greatly the Advantage, yet in 1709, 
and 10, during the Time of my former Lu- 
cubrations, their Difcharges got up fo high, 
as jto be to their Entries as 97 to 64. In 
1741, ¥2, 13,a0d 1714. (whenthe l'own re- 
ceived the polite and improving Difcourfes 
of the Gentleman with the fhort Eace and 
Neftor Ironfide) the Run was ftill ftronger 
on the fide of Matrimony, and the Difchar- 
ges very near doubled their Entries ; fo that 
if there had been a Sueceffion of found and 
wholefome InftruGions continued to the Pub- 
lick, I do not queftion but that long before 
thisa Batchelor would have been as much 
afhamed to have fhown his face in any 
fafhionable Company, as a married Man 
may now and then have been at other Times, 
when the Town has been wholly left to 
themfelves, to follow their own idle Imagi- 
nations. 


Tho’ my Paper is_pretty far gone, I can- 
not wholly overlook a Scheme, which has 
been brought.me by avery zealous Patriot, 
whofe Drefs and way. of talking, declare 
him to be.a. ProjeGtor of no fmall ftanding. 
I muft alfo acquaint the Ladies, that my 
own Head has not been idle, and that I have 
a Project for their Service upon the Anvil, 
which at prefent I am not a little fond of. 
It is as yet only in Embryo, but they may 

uefs at the nature of it, when I inform 
them, that I took the Hint from the follow- 
ing Story, which Iam affured is authentick, 
tho’ the. thing happen’d during my Abfence. 


"There was fome Years ago an Officer a- 
bout Towa of a good Family, but {mall 


Fortune, who by his Merit and Addrefs had 
raifed himfelf very early to a confiderable 
Poft inthe Army. By the help of this, and 
an uncommon. Dexterity in all his Oecono- 
my, he got to be worth thirty thoufand 
Pounds, by that time he was Nineand Thirty. 
As he was beloved by all his Acquaintance, 
they were often advifing him to marry ; 
and hardly a Day paft, bur that one or o- 
ther of them was cavilling at the oddnefs of 
the way he lived in, which was fo much 
below a Perfon of his Fortune and Figure. 
By being fo perpetually teazed upon the 
fame Subje&, he grew tired of arguing the 
Matter fo often by word of mouth : and to 


put anend to the Difpute, refo 
duce his Arguments againft{ M 
Writing : He did fo, and pretended 
monftrate in Black and hite ba 
fhould be a confiderable Lofer by ma at ha 
even tho’ he got a Lady of 10,000] be. 
A certain Nobleman, as remarkable fa | 
Wit as his Valour, happen’d to be id ho 
pany when he produced this Whimfical Ay a 
culation; and after it had afforded ther Ml 
little Diverfion, in running over the fev 
Articles of it, he defired him to draw id q 
ina more regular Form, and put a propa 4 
Title to it ; and told him, that if he woe 
meet him with it at Court the tiext Eyensi 
he would make one of the Party again a¢¢ 
fame Tavern, and fit as Prefident to ¢hame 
merry Debate. My Officer very innogents 
complied, and when he had joined em. 
Grace in the Drawing-Room, he capil 
him up towards the Circle, and at laf 
artfully edged him into the middle of ia 
Maids of Honour. He had no fooner aie 
him there, but he clapt his Hand iggy 
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Pocket, took the Paper 1 
hold of the Colonel’s Shoulder, told ¢ 
dies that they had got a very odd { 
Gentleman amongft them, who a 
feveral ftrange heterodox Opinions, a. 
fhould hear prefently. The Coloneb be 
ray d, and fwore, but all to no pay 
he Paper was opened before them all, | 
his Lordfhip with a very audible Voids 
gan with——“ Reafons to prove thata 
** tlemanof rso0o0/. per Annum ; will bes 
“* ferer, not only in his Quiet, but his f 
“tune, by marrying a Lady with. 10,608 
“ Fortune —The Preamble one mayitagin 
put the Ladies into no {mall Fit of Laught 
and my Gentleman into as much Confufio 
But to cut my Story fhort, every partivili 
Item in the Account was at laft fairly debate 
over pro and con, before a much larger, a0Wal 
as fairer Audience, than he defigned. I 
beg to be excufed from giving any Accouitmny| 
of the Arguments that were made uleof@Hiiy | 
would not willingly inftru@ our modemmy, 
Marriage-Haters what to fay for themielijm 
for I will engage that their whole Body 
‘together would not be able to make Maigiy 
fuch an artful and plaufible Defence fortiiyy 
bad Caufe as my calculating Colonel. | "Bh 
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